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IN THE CLAIMS 

1.-16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Currently Amended) A method of making a poly(arylene ether) composition 
comprising 

melt blending a poly(arylene ether) with one or more capping agents selected from the 
group consisting of salicylic acid ester and anthranilic acid ester polysalicylate and a 
component selected from the group consisting of impact modifier, reinforcing filler, flame 
retardant and combinations of two or more of the foregoing 

wherein the polv(arvlene ether) is melt reacted with the capping agent to form a 
polv(arvlene ether) having aromatic ester groups during the formation of the composition and 
the poly(arylene ether) having aromatic ester end groups is present in an amount greater than 
15 weight percent based on the total weight of the composition, the poly(arylene ether) 
composition is a thermoplastic composition, and further wherein the impact modifier comprises 
a diblock copolymer, a triblock copolymer, or a combination thereof. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 17 wherein the capping agent is 
added downstream of the poly(arylene ether). 

19. -21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 17 wherein the poly(arylene 
ether) has an intrinsic viscosity of 0.10 to about 0.60 deciliters per gram as measured in 
chloroform at 25°C. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 17 wherein the impact modifier is 
styrene-(ethylene-butylene)- styrene. 



24. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 17 wherein the impact modifier is 
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at least partially hydrogenated. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 17 wherein the impact modifier is 
an unsaturated block copolymer and the composition further comprises anti-oxidant. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 17 wherein the component is 
hydrogenated impact modifier and the composition further comprises an alkenyl aromatic 
polymer. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 17, wherein the reinforcing filler 
is glass fiber. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 17 wherein the impact modifier is 
present in an amount of about 4 to about 15 weight percent, based on the entire weight of the 
composition. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 17 further comprising an alkenyl 
aromatic polymer wherein the alkenyl aromatic polymer is present in an amount of about 1 to 
about 80 weight percent, based on the total weight of the composition. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 17, further comprising a rubber- 
modified poly(alkenyl aromatic) resin wherein the rubber-modified poly(alkenyl aromatic) resin 
is present in an amount of about 1 to about 80 weight percent, based on the total weight of the 
composition. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 17, wherein the flame retardant is 
present in an amount of about 2 to about 40 weight percent, based on the total weight of the 
composition. 
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32. (Currently Amended) A method of making a poly(arylene ether) composition 



comprising 

melt blending 50 to 95 weight percent based on the total weight of the composition a 
poly(arylene ether) with 

one or more capping agents selected from the group consisting of salicylic acid ester 



a component selected from the group consisting of impact modifier, alkenyl aromatic 
3 filler, flame retardant and combinations of two or more of the foregoing 



t the total weight of the composition, the polvfarvlene 



wherein f 

gr e at e r than 15 w e ight percent based o 
ether) is melt reacted with the capping agent to form a polvfarvlene ether) having aromatic 
ester groups during the formation of the composition and t he polyfarylene ether) composition 
is a thermoplastic composition, and further wherein the impact modifier comprises a diblock 
copolymer, a triblock copolymer, or a combination thereof. 



33 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 33-32 wherein the polyfarylene 
ether) is present in an amount of 50 to 80 weight percent based on the total weight of the 
composition. 

34. (Canceled) 

35. (Canceled) 
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